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flected in polls and in some comments from
Democratic Members in Congress that you
are indecisive and perhaps not tough enough
to tackle all the problems.

The President. Well I’d just like to ask
you what their evidence is? When ‘‘Russia’’
came up the United States took the lead, and
we got a very satisfactory result. When I took
office I said we were going to try to do more
in Bosnia. We agreed to go to the Vance-
Owen peace process, and two of the three
parties signed on. We got enforcement of the
no-fly zone. We began to engage in multi-
national humanitarian aid. We got much,
much tougher sanctions. We got the threat
of military force on the table as a possible
option. Milosevic changed his position. All
because this administration did more than
the previous one.

And every time I have consulted the Con-
gress they say to me in private, this is a really
tough problem. I don’t know what you should
do but you’re the only President that ever
took us into our counsel beforehand; instead
of telling us what you were going to do, you
actually ask us our opinion. I do not believe
that is a sign of weakness. And I realize it
may be frustrating for all of you to deal with
the ambiguity of this problem but it is a dif-
ficult one.

I have a clear policy. I have gotten more
done on this than my predecessor did. And
maybe one reason he didn’t try to do it is
because if you can’t force everybody to fall
in line overnight for people who have been
fighting each other for centuries, you may
be accused of vacillating. We are not vacillat-
ing. We have a clear, strong policy.

In terms of the other issues, who else
around this town in the last dozen years has
offered this much budget cutting, this much
tax increases, this much deficit reduction,
and a clear economic strategy that asks the
wealthy to pay their fair share, gives the mid-
dle class a break, and gives massive incentives
to get new investment and new jobs in the
small business community and from large
business as well? I think—I don’t understand
what—on one day people say he’s trying to
do too much. He’s pushing too hard. He
wants too much change. And then on the
other day he says, well, he’s really not push-
ing very hard. I think we’re getting good re-

sults. We’ve been here 3 months. We’ve
passed a number of important bills, and I
feel good about it.

I think the American people know one
thing: that I’m on their side, that I’m fighting
to change things. And they’re finding out it’s
not so easy. But we are going to get a lot
of change out of this Congress if we can keep
our eye on the ball and stop worrying about
whether we characterize each other in some
way or another and keep thinking about
what’s good for the American people.

Every day I try to get up and think about
not what somebody characterizes my action
as but whether what I do will or will not
help to improve the lives of most Americans.
That is the only ultimate test by which any
of us should be judged.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 15th news conference
began at 1:05 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the
White House. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to President Slobodan Milosevic of Serbia.

Proclamation 6561—Small Business
Week, 1993
May 14, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Over 200 years ago, the Constitutional

Convention gave America the foundation of
our great civil and human rights, as well as
our commercial rights. By freeing commerce
from the fetters of mercantilism, our Found-
ing Fathers released the creativity and entre-
preneurial spirit of the American people.
Small merchants and businessmen provided
the simple beginnings of what has become
a vast and innovative economy. Since 1789,
it has become abundantly clear that for our
Nation to flourish, small businesses must
continue to succeed and prosper.

Small businesses create two-thirds of all
the new jobs in the United States, putting
the American Dream within reach of hun-
dreds of thousands of men and women of
all backgrounds. Small businesses generate
more than 57 percent of all sales and half
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of the domestic private sector output. Thou-
sands of our Nation’s most innovative compa-
nies and most nimble competitors come from
the ranks of small businesses. And often,
whole new industries are created when en-
trepreneurs found new companies to bring
new products and services to market. The
drive that is required to begin and run a small
business illustrates the determination, hard
work, and community involvement that are
so essential to our free enterprise system.

We must recognize these contributions
and help small business help the country,
creating jobs and wealth. Those willing to
take risks must be rewarded; government
must implement sensible regulations and at-
tack the enormous costs of health care that
stifle the growth of so many American com-
panies. America must continue to be a fertile
land for industry.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the week of May
9 through May 15, 1993, as the 30th ‘‘Small
Business Week,’’ and I call on every Amer-
ican to join me in recognizing the importance
and contributions of small businesses across
the Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:42 p.m., May 14, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 18.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on the National Emergency With
Respect to Iran
May 14, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on devel-

opments since the last Presidential report on

November 10, 1992, concerning the national
emergency with respect to Iran that was de-
clared in Executive Order No. 12170 of No-
vember 14, 1979, and matters relating to Ex-
ecutive Order No. 12613 of October 29,
1987. This report is submitted pursuant to
section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), and section 505(c) of the Inter-
national Security and Development Co-
operation Act of 1985, 22 U.S.C. 2349aa–
9(c). This report covers events through
March 31, 1993. The last report, dated No-
vember 10, 1992, covered events through
October 15, 1992.

1. There have been no amendments to the
Iranian Transactions Regulations (‘‘ITRs’’),
31 CFR Part 560, or to the Iranian Assets
Control Regulations (‘‘IACRs’’), 31 CFR Part
535, since the last report.

2. The Office of Foreign Assets Control
(‘‘FAC’’) of the Department of the Treasury
continues to process applications for import
licenses under the ITRs. However, as pre-
viously reported, recent amendments to the
ITRs have resulted in a substantial decrease
in the number of applications received relat-
ing to the importation of nonfungible Ira-
nian-origin goods.

During the reporting period, the Customs
Service has continued to effect numerous sei-
zures of Iranian-origin merchandise, pri-
marily carpets, for violation of the import
prohibitions of the ITRs. FAC and Customs
Service investigations of these violations have
resulted in forfeiture actions and the imposi-
tion of civil monetary penalties. Additional
forfeiture and civil penalty actions are under
review.

3. The Iran-United States Claims Tribunal
(the ‘‘Tribunal’’), established at The Hague
pursuant to the Algiers Accords, continues
to make progress in arbitrating the claims be-
fore it. Since the last report, the Tribunal
has rendered 12 awards, for a total of 545
awards. Of that total, 367 have been awards
in favor of American claimants: 222 of these
were awards on agreed terms, authorizing
and approving payment of settlements nego-
tiated by the parties, and 145 were decisions
adjudicated on the merits. The Tribunal has
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